BRAHMI AKSHARAS AND THE ALPHABET
Sai Venkatesh Balasubramanian
Most of the alphabet systems used in the world as of today can be traced to either of two scripts
- the Brahmi script of India, and the Phoenician script of the Middle East. Naturally, it has always
been a topic of interest to researchers to see if the two may be related to each other in some
manner.
Brahmi script in its exclusivity has been traced to Ashokan age edicts from 5th century BC. On
this basis, among many theories proposed for the origin of Brahmi, was the hypothesis by
Buhler, Falk and others, that the Phoenician-Aramaic alphabet might have been brought into
India as Brahmi. The evidence here is similarity with in letters between Brahmi and Aramaic
scripts. [See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmi_script with cited references]
However, writing has been in India earlier than that, most notably the Indus script. Among a
collection of more than 500 characters in this script, the 50 Brahmi letters can clearly be
spotted. This is the theory by Marshall, Kak, Feuerstein, Frawley and others, that Brahmi is
derived from the Indus Script.
I had earlier proved this theory, by publishing the results of feature wise comparison between
the Brahmi, Indus and Aramaic scripts, and the Brahmi were found to be significantly closer to
the Indus, rather than the Aramaic alphabet. Brahmi included in or derived from Indus makes
one point clear: it is older than the Aramaic alphabet, since Indus script is dated to 3500BC,
whereas even the oldest source of western writing ie, the Egyptian Hieroglyphics only go back
as far as 3200BC.
If this is the case, how does one explain the similarity between Brahmi and Aramaic? It surely
isn’t coincidence, and this article explores the connection, building upon few facts from an
earlier article, which are briefly outlined here: [See http://vixra.org/abs/1808.0115 for full details
with references]
1. Vedic language is the origin of all languages in the world, including Sanskrit, Tamil and
Hebrew. This was a statement made by Mahaperiyava Kanchi Shankaracharya to a
group of researchers on the subject. He also went on to prove how Vedic phonemes or
Aksharas transformed and mutated into multiple forms worldwide. Another statement of
Mahaperiyava records that the Adam and Eve of Genesis is a reproduction of the Vedic
narrative of Atma and Jiva, even the names being derived therein.
2. In the subcontinent, as six languages, including Tamil grew out of the Vedic culture,
people started losing identity and connection with Vedas and their information. However,
the sages present in this time were very alert and aware of this fact, since they were
regularly reciting the Vedas which had within them error correction against
transformations and mispronunciations using rules of Shiksha and Chandas.

