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This article introduces with necessary philosophical basis, the perception of “Dwaadasha Tattva”
or twelve concepts, enshrining twelve key deities of Indian Spirituality. These are Lalitha Ambika
(Parabrahman), Dharma Shasta (Guru), Shiva (Existence), Shakti (Attributes), Maayon (Narayana),
Skanda (Guruguha), Vinaayaka (Pranava), Durga (Kriya Shakti), Lakshmi (Iccha Shakti),
Saraswathi (Jnaana Shakti), Brahma (Creator), Aaditya (Universe), Aanjaneya (Bhakti).

Indian Spirituality is known for its vastness and profoundness, witnessed in the sheer number of
followers, diversity of customs and festivities, the huge amount of literature and treatises,
grandeur and profusion of temples and finally the sheer number of deities invoked.
Consolidation is thus a key element of this tradition.
The famed jewel of Indian Spirituality, Aadi Shankara adopted the age-old system of
Panchaayatana Pooja and gave the world the treasure-trove that is Shanmatha. While an
invaluable gem for the spiritual beginner, a more extensive understanding of Indian Spirituality is
needed for a complete perspective, from the view of Sri Vidya.
For this reason, here is introducing the concept of "Dwaadasha Tattva" or concepts commonly
visualized as 12 key deities in Hinduism, retaining the core essence of Shanmatha. We must
note here that the 'deities' are abstract concepts, transcendent of space (they are universal) and
time (they have existence in past, present and future). Thus, as much as this collection depicts
the stages during the original creation or the ultimate destruction, this exact same collection also
shows the mechanism of the universe, this very moment. These deities are all to be viewed as
different names or forms of the one Absolute, without any distinction of superior or inferior. For
this reason, one must look at aspects of Spirituality dating back to an age far before the
intellectual degradation and the assault of petty egotism that drives people mad claiming
superiority of Shaivism, Vaishnavism etc, without understanding even the extent of philosophical
depth in Indian Spirituality. Even during Aadi Shankara's times, such nefarious squabbles were
prevalent. So ultimately, we are pushed to the ancient Sangam and Vedic ages to seek some
sensible, valid points for understanding the Dwaadasha Tattva.
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