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I. Problem

As can be seen in Figure 1, there is a larger than average number of elements which
have an atomic number that is a prime number in the first and third period of the
periodic table.

There is a band of instability in the periodic table as more neutrons are added to the
nucleus as shown in Figure 2. The decay rates are somewhat predictable until some
regions are reached, and then instability is present. At the same time, there are a
statistically significant number of primes in the first few odd periods of the periodic
table. Could these the instability of the periodic table be related to the atomic
number being a prime number and why would this be the case?

Examining the first period of the periodic table, we see four elements with prime
atomic number up to element 37 and we know there are 12 prime numbers in the
list of 1 to 37, so the probability of randomly having four elements that have a
prime atomic number up to element 37 is as follows:

Prob(4:37) = (12/37)(11/37)(10/37)(9/37) =.0063 (1)
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Figure 1. Elements with an Atomic Number that is Prime
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Therefore, there does appear to be a statistically higher number of elements that are
prime in the first few odd periods of the periodic table than would be expected from
a normal distribution. The instability of nuclei as (A —Z)/Z > 1 is well known as
shown in Figure 2. The question is whether there are regions of greater instability in
this overall instability curve due to the presence of prime atomic numbers. An
analysis of the lifetime of dominant isotopes allows us to determine if prime atomic
numbers have a statistically-significant impact in reducing isotope lifetime.
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Figure 2. Instability regions as the atomic number increases

II. Hypothesis

Some aspects of energy levels in the nucleus (where protons in the nucleus define
atomic number) exhibit a increase or lack of stability based on a prime number
relationship. Because Schrodinger’s equation describes how atoms work together
using a complex wave function and the Riemann-Zeta function describes how
primes work together using complex exponential functions, it may be that
Schrodinger’s equation and the Riemann-Zeta function are related in a way that
defines the periodicity of the periodic table.



III. Discussion

Examining the lifetimes of isotopes in Table I, we see that heavier elements in the
periodic table start to decay with element 43 with a lifetime of 6 million years, and
element 61 with a lifetime of 25.6 years are both islands of instability surrounded
by a range of approximately 20 elements that are stable in each of these cases (the
first case of element 43 has stability going back to Hydrogen). Then at element 83
and all elements afterwards, we witness permanent instability. At elements 89, 101
and 103 we see that the lifetime drops significantly from the average of previous
lifetimes in each case compared to the lifetimes between element 83 to element 97.




Element Element Element Element Prime Atomic Number?

Atomic Number  Symbol Name Lifetime
1 H Hydrogen Stable Non-Prime
2 He Helium Stable Prime
3 | Li Lithium Stable Prime
4 Be Beryllium Stable Non-Prime
5 B Boron Stable Prime
6 C Carbon Stable Non-Prime
7 N Nitrogen Stable Prime
8 O Oxygen Stable Non-Prime
9 F Fluorine Stable Non-Prime
10 Ne Neon Stable Non-Prime
11 Na Sodium Stable Prime
12 Mg Magnesium Stable Non-Prime
13 Al Aluminium Stable Prime
14 Si Silicon Stable Non-Prime
15 P Phosphorus Stable Non-Prime
16 S Sulfur Stable Non-Prime
17 Cl Chlorine Stable Prime
18 Ar Argon Stable Non-Prime
19 K Potassium Stable Prime
20 Ca Calcium Stable Non-Prime
21 Sc Scandium Stable Non-Prime
22 Ti Titanium Stable Non-Prime
23 'V Vanadium Stable Prime
24 Cr Chromium Stable Non-Prime
25 Mn Manganese Stable Non-Prime
26 Fe Iron Stable Non-Prime
27 Co Cobalt Stable Non-Prime
28 Ni Nickel Stable Non-Prime
29 Cu Copper Stable Prime
30 Zn Zinc Stable Non-Prime
31 Ga Gallium Stable Prime
32 Ge Germanium Stable Non-Prime
33 As Arsenic Stable Non-Prime
34 Se Selenium Stable Non-Prime
35 Br Bromine Stable Non-Prime
36 Kr Krypton Stable Non-Prime
37 Rb Rubidium Stable Prime
38 Sr Strontium Stable Non-Prime

39 Y Yttrium Stable Non-Prime
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114 FlI Flerovium 2m Non-Prime

115 Mc Moscovium 1.5m Non-Prime
116 Lv Livermorium 173 ms Non-Prime
117 Ts Tennessine 72 ms Non-Prime
118 Og Oganesson 7 ms Non-Prime

Table I. The Association of Element Lifetime and Prime Atomic Number

IV. Results

From an analysis of the change in stability of elements in the periodic table, there
are indications of more significant change due to the atomic number being a prime
number. In the first period of the periodic table there are five out of seven elements
that are prime and there are many regions of stability or instability (measured by
decay lifetime) of the artificial elements that are associated with the atomic number
being a prime number. From the spreadsheet showing the regions of stability
change in the periodic table, we see element 43 (with a lifetime of 6 million years)
and element 61 (with a lifetime of 25.6 years), which are both islands of instability
with the surrounding elements being stable indefinitely for up to 10 or more
elements in each direction of the periodic table. There is also element 83 which
indicates a change from most elements being indefinitely stable to most elements
being unstable and having shorter lifetimes.

V. Conclusions

There is significant indication that the atomic numbers that are prime contribute to
the stability of the periodic table and that the decay times of elements that are prime
are significantly different and usually lower in time than the elements surrounding
them. Elements with prime atomic numbers are shown to indicate the change in
stability.






